POS 2041 U.S. Government Syllabus

Summer Term 2015, Section CRN’s 30936, 31936, & 32184
(May 11 – August 4, Full Summer Term)

(Online Course Format)

Instructor: A.J. Quackenbush

Office: Building 1, Room 334 
(Social Sciences office is building 8-105 and the department website is http://valenciacollege.edu/east/socialsciences/)

Phone: 1 (407) 582-2212 

Email: aquackenbush@valenciacollege.edu
Office Hours: Summer 2015
In Building 1, room 334:

Tuesday & Thursday: 

8:30 to 9:30 AM.

11:30 to 1:00 PM.

Online only, not in office:

Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 to 8:30 PM.

Friday: 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Required Materials:
1. We The People, An Introduction to American Politics, Shorter9th Edition (Ginsburg, Lowi, and Weir).  

*You can purchase the full 9th edition but there will be three chapters that we will not cover; however, I do NOT recommend using an old edition.  Copies of the text are available for use on RESERVE in the East and West campus libraries, but cannot be checked out.

Course Description: (3 Credits, No Prerequisites)

Analysis of the organization, structure and operational dynamics of the U.S. national government, both past and present, and an examination of the U.S. Constitution, including principles and theories supporting it. This course includes learning activity designed to ensure competence in the basic use of computers.

Major Course Learning Outcomes: 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical theories that led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the core values supporting the democratic tradition of the United States.
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the checks and balances system created by the U.S. Constitution, including an understanding of the major powers and responsibilities given to each branch.
4. Develop an understanding of the effects of government at all levels in the United States on citizens' lives and the effects of citizens on government in pursuit of social, political, and economic goals.
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the difference between direct and representative democracy.

6. Utilize critical thinking in analyzing political, social, and economic issues.
Valencia Student Core Competencies: Valencia faculty have defined four interrelating competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, Act) that prepare students to succeed in the world community.  These competencies are outlined in the College Catalog.  In this course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further your mastery of those core competencies. Additional information is available in the College Catalog (http://valenciacollege.edu/competencies/). 
Policies: The VCC policy manual is at http://www.valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policies.cfm

Attendance:  This is an online class, so regular attendance is not required and the course is completely ONLINE.  However, you should log on to the course Blackboard website on May 11th and read the “Start Here” information that is found in the tool bar on the left hand side of the screen.  After reviewing this information and completely reading the syllabus, please send me any questions that you may have via the Blackboard messaging system.  

Withdrawal Policy: Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  I will NOT withdraw you under any circumstances.  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview: http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/proceduredetail.cfm?RecordID=75
“No Show” Status: Class participation is required beginning with the first day of the term.  If you do not complete the “no show assignment,” you may be withdrawn from the class as a “no show.” If you are withdrawn as a “no show,” you will be financially responsible for the class and a “W” will appear on your transcript for the course.
No-Show reporting period for summer 2015 is May 19 – 28. 

*Since this is an online class you are required to log onto the Blackboard course page AND complete Chapter 1 Module 1 by May 17th or you will be withdrawn.*

Don’t procrastinate!  

Complete Chapter Module 1 or by the deadline or YOU WILL BE DROPPED FROM THE COURSE!

Evaluation: Your grade will be determined by grades on 15 Chapter Modules (each consists of a few interactive exercises and a quiz and your lowest 2 will be dropped), 1 Midterm Exam, and 1 Final Exam.  
 

Chapter Modules: 30 points each (390 Total)

Midterm Exam: 200 points (200 Total)

Final Exam: 200 points (200 Total)

 790 Total Points

Chapter Modules: There will be 15 chapter modules that you will complete online using the Valencia Blackboard online course program.  You can access Blackboard at the following web site: http://learn.valenciacollege.edu/.   Each module will consist of a few interactive exercises and a post quiz.  The interactive exercises are untimed and typically consist of a simulation or video and have a few multiple choice assessment questions.  The post quizzes will consist of 20 - 25 multiple choice or true/false questions and you will be given 1 attempt and 45 minutes to complete the post quiz.  Your two lowest chapter modules will be dropped
Although these modules are completed outside of class you are expected to do your own work.  Students needing assistance with Blackboard should call 407 582-5600.  You can access the chapter modules for an entire week so no excuse is valid for failing to complete the assignments.  Do not even ask!  See the course schedule in the syllabus for all chapter module due dates. 

Examinations: There will be a midterm and a final examination for this course.  These exams are both taken online.  The exams consist of 80 multiple choice questions and 2 essays.  You will only have an hour and a half to complete these exams so you are expected to be well prepared before attempting either exam.  The dates of the exams are listed on the syllabus course schedule.  The exams must be taken during the timeframe indicated in the syllabus.   No makeup tests are available without the explicit consent of the instructor, which will only be granted in cases of documented emergencies per Valencia Community College Policy.  Furthermore any make up exam will be taken in the East campus testing center without the benefit of a textbook or notes.    

Grading Scale (NO ROUNDING OF GRADES):

90 - 100 = A

80 - 89 = B

70 - 79 = C

60 - 69 = D

59 and below = F

Extra Credit:  There will be an extra credit written assignment.  The paper assignment will be posted on Blackboard during the semester with specific details.  The due date is listed in the course schedule at the bottom of the syllabus.  Please submit papers via the Blackboard assignment function.  No papers will be accepted by email or in paper format.  Also, it is your responsibility to make sure that your paper is attached correctly and submitted on time as no late papers will be accepted for any reason.  This assignment is worth up to 40 points.
College Withdrawal Procedure: Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  I will NOT withdraw you under any circumstances.  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview: http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/proceduredetail.cfm?RecordID=75
Academic Dishonesty: All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia.  Academic dishonesty included, but is not limited to, plagiarism (turning written work that you took, word for word, from another source and pretending such work is your own. “Cut and Paste” from websites is plagiarism.), cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.  Any form of cheating during exams will constitute an immediate “F” for that quiz/exam. Other sanctions available to the professor should a violation occur are described in the Valencia Student Handbook or online http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=193
http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/proceduredetail.cfm?RecordID=193
Student Code of Classroom Conduct: Valencia is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning, but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct.  By enrolling at Valencia, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct.  The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the professor.  Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the professor to leave the class.  Violation of any Valencia policies/procedures or classroom rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from the College.  Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from the class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. So, act mature, treating others with respect, verbally or online. Valencia’s Student Code of Conduct is in the current Student handbook or 

http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=180
http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/proceduredetail.cfm?RecordID=180
Students with Disabilities: "Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.  The East Campus Office is located in Building 5, Room 216."
Valencia ID Cards: Valencia ID cards are required for the Library, Testing Center, and IMC usage.  No other form of ID at those locations will be accepted.  Possession and utilization of a Valencia ID is mandatory to obtain these services.

Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and/or schedule may be made at any time during the term by announcement of the professor.  It is your responsibility to stay informed of any changes.
*It is the policy of this professor and VCC to communicate with you via Atlas or the Blackboard message system. Failure to check for e-mail messages will not be accepted as an excuse for missed work.*

Summer 2015
May 11 – August 4 (Full Summer Term)

CRN’s 30936, 31936 & 32184
Online Course Format

Course Schedule: (Valencia Calendars are at http://www.valenciacollege.edu/calendar/)
Week 1: (May 11 – 17)

Chapter 1, American Political Culture

Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, May 17.

**You must complete this module or you will be dropped as a “NO SHOW” so don’t procrastinate.**

Week 2: (May 18 – 24), May 18 - Drop/Refund Deadline.
Chapter 2, The Founding and the Constitution
Chapter 3, Federalism
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, May 24.
Week 3: (May 25 – 31)
Chapter 4, Civil Liberties
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, May 31. 
Week 4: (June 1 – 7)
Chapter 5, Civil Rights

Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, June 7. 
Week 5: (June 8 – 14)

Chapter 6, Public Opinion 
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, June 14. 
Week 6: (June 15 – 21)

Chapter 7, Participation and Voting 

Chapter 8, Political Participation
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, June 21. 
Midterm Exam: covers chapters 1 – 8, available from June 15 - 21. 

Week 7: (June 22 – 28)
Chapter 9, Political Parties 
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, June 28.
Week 8: (June 29 – July 5)
Chapter 10, Campaigns and Elections 
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, July 5. 
Week 9: (July 6 – 12), July 10 - Withdrawal Deadline - “W” Grade.

Chapter 11, Groups and Interests 
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, July 12.
Week 10: (July 13 – 19)
Chapter 12, Congress
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, July 19.
Week 11: (July 20 – 26)
Chapter 13, The Presidency

Chapter 14, The Bureaucracy
Chapter Modules due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, July 26. 
Week 12: (July 27 – August 2)
Chapter 15, The Federal Courts
Chapter Module due by 11:59 pm. on Sunday, August 2.
Final Exam: covers chapters 9 – 15, available from July 27 – August 2.  

